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Welcome to the first issue of ShoutWest, a new monthly magazine featuring news, events
and all things OutWest! Each month we’ll update you on what we’ve been up to, features c
that reflect on the local LGBT community, forthcoming events and is aimed to give you ar
on who we are and what we do. Contributions to this magazine are all by our members
anyone can write an article to put into the magazine - if you have a burning issue that you
write about then please feel free to email it in to us at events@outwest.org.uk Enjoy re:
Chris Boucher and Dan Cox , Co-Chairs, O

LGBT History Month succes

OutWest celebrated LGBT History Month in style with a variety of events across West London to mark the month,
which is gaining momentum nationwide. OutWest branched out to the Hope and Anchor in Hammersmith, as

well as The Richmond Arms in Richmond and The Windsor Castle in Hounslow throughout February and a good
time was had all round, In events that were attended by two mayors, Members of Parliament, several borough
councillors, senior police officers, a couple of football teams and a lot of people having a good time! The event
started off with an exhibition of LGBT history, which mainly focused on local LGBT history across West London,

Featuring local sports teams, celebrities,
venues, a history of OutWest, Pride London,
Soho, LGBT Legislation and a LGBT History
timeline. Members excelled themselves with
their research and the painful cutting and
gluing session that had to be endured!
Following the exhibition was a pub quiz that
was hosted by the lovely Venus Desiree
(below) who donated her time and frocks to
OutWest for all three events and did a
fantastic job! Congratulations to all of our
teams who won the quiz and thanks to
everybody who entered the events. As a
result of our efforts,
OutWest have been
asked to provide a
digital copy of the
exhibit for the LGBT

History Month website. At the Exbhit, en? (Geddit) Superintendent Clive Chalk (c) with Dan (1)
event at The Windsor Castle, @nd Chris (r) at one of the OutWest events at The Windsor Castle.

we were joined by Hounslow Inside SHOUTWEST...
Police Superintendent Chalk,
who is keen to build links withqappy Birthday OutWest, IGLFA World Cup

us. See inside for morenqys Upcoming Events, Meet The Team, 1
information about our links...!
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Happy Birthday
OutWest!

A look back as OutWest hits the big two zero...

Next year sees OutWest come of age. That is if you still see 21 as the
coming of age birthday!! | have been a member for almost as
long and have seen many changes, both within the Group and
societies attitudes towards the LGBT community. Hounslow Lesbian
and Gay Group grew out of a staff forum of LG people working at
the Civic Centre. Meetings were held at Montague Hall in
Hounslow, there being no local gay friendly commercial venues to
visit at that time. Thankfully there was a bar so we were able to have
the odd pink gin or two! We organized many social events, notably
having Lily Savage at one cabaret event and Adrella at another. World AIDS Day 2007
Apologies to younger members, these were the two best Drag Acts
on the circuit at the time, so it was quite a coup for us lot !

We also organized the first ever National conference for older gay
people. Pride marches were in their infancy and were much
smaller than the festivals today, they were more political and seen
as an opportunity to let the world, well London anyway, know that
we were out of the closet and were definitely not going back in!!
One of the favourite chants on the march was “we're here, we're
queer and we're not going shopping” corny now but it made a
point at the time. Over time, with more commercial venues
London Pride 2007 opening HLGG lost some of its impetus and, with people moving
on to other places, jobs etc, it went into a period of hibernation.

Re-launched and re-branded in 2000 in response to calls for a local

group to help with more pressing needs such as housing, health issues

and above all Homophobia HLGG became OutWest. Still wanting to

maintain a strong social aspect for our members we organized many

social events, the most notable and long lasting one being our annual

charabanc (coach) trip to Brighton Pride, from one coach, serving one

pub back in 2001 this has risen to four coaches serving four venues in

2007, when we took upwards of 200 partygoers to Brighton and,

miraculously managed to bring them all back.! Despite our “party

animal” exterior we have many dedicated members who beaver

away in the background working on our ever increasing and Brighton Pride 2006
challenging role as a support organization, adapting to the ever

changing needs of the LGBT community when they arise and evolve.

As well as organising and hosting 2 major conferences we are frequently
asked for advice and guidance from individuals and statutory bodies. We
have helped people get re-housed when they have been suffering from local
homophobia, assisted people with court cases who have been victims of
hate crime, pointed people in the right direction in terms of health care and
supported people who are seeking asylum having fled their home country
because of their sexuality. OutWest rightly has a great reputation in west
London and deserves the respect it gets from Local Authorities, the Police,

ECN Conf 2005 i7ati i
onierence PCT's and other such organizations Chris Boucher.



2008 IGLFA WORLi2eet the
CUP NEEDS YOU team

This year the cultural Olympiad starts with a real event for
real people, all those passionate about sport, football
and London. This event is to make Londons Gay
community stand out as real athletes and ambassadors
of sportinthe run up to the 2012 Olympics.

This week long tournament- filled with fun, competition
and amazing evening events. The tournament runs from
24"-30" August 2008, and has partners such as The
Mayor of London, The FA, and VisitLondon. Itis hosted my
Leftfooters FC, and involves Gay and Gay friendly
football clubs from all over the world, including, many
from North America, South America, England, Japan,
Australia- the list goes on. All those in The GFSN league,
based in London are going to be there flying the flag for
Gay sport. There will be press at the event and we have
not only a beer tent and a sports massage tent at the
venue, but many players, guests and supporters from
around the world. This is an annual event has been going
for 10 years, which last year was in Argentina, and a great
success there. We are looking to make London 2008 as
enjoyable, exciting and rewarding for all those involved.

You can see all details and further information at
www.londonwc2008.co.uk or alternatively you can email
volunteers@londonwc2008.co.uk for volunteering
opportunities for the tournament- a great opportunity to
use your skills, network and have the time of your life, right
here on our doorstep in London!

Lucy Walton

Every month we’ll be profiling a member of
the OutWest team. First off the starting
blocks is Chris Boucher, one of the two
co-chairs of OutWest.

I'm a Yorkshireman of
indeterminate age who
emigrated to London
about twenty five years
ago. I now live in Isleworth
with my man Les. | don't
knit or have a pussy
called Mrs Slocombe!

How long have you been involved with
OutWest?

About 17 years, | think, although my
memory is not as good as it used to be!
Seems much less though.

How did you get involved with OutWest?
Through my ex, who shall forever remain
nameless... He did do one thing right
though- he introduced me to Les, seems
every cloud does have a silver lining......... !

What's your favourite OutWest moment?
There have been too many to single one
out, but if | had to it would be the re-launch
of the Group under it's new name. It was
great to meet up with so many old friends
and make loads of new ones.

Your proudest OutWest achievement is...
Without a doubt the OutWest conference in
2004. Bringing over 100 people together to
discuss the needs of the LGBT community in
the 21st Century proved to me what
OutWest is all about.

If OutWest could do anything, however
crazy, what would it be?

As a great fan of Priscilla Queen of the
Desert, to take coaches to Brighton Pride
then continue overland ending up in Sydney
for Mardi Gras in February!



NOTICEBOARD

OutWest Events

Thurs 3rd April - The Twickenham Club, .
Church Street, Twickenham from 19:00 - ContaCt us a-t-

Join OutWest and Senior Police Officers from
several London Boroughs to discuss LGBT

Crime Issues WWW.OUtWESt.Org.Uk

Sun 27th April - Venue and Time TBC

Come join OutWest as the sponsor the

London Falcons FC in their final game of the

season and hopefully clinch the league title

in their first year! Our next meeting is on Thursday 17th
April starting at 19:00 at The
Twickenham Club, 7 Church Street,
Twickenham. Refer to our website for
more details.

The Windsor Castle

152 Bath Road
Hounslow

www.thewindsorcastle.co.uk




